
1884 
The London Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children (LSCC) was 
founded in 1884.

1914
With the onset of war, 
women took up the role 
of NSPCC inspector for 
the first time.

1916
The NSPCC first started 
raising money on the 
streets. The NSPCC annual 
Flag Day emerged as 
one of our first organised 
fundraising events.

1920
Our first specialist 
services began to 
be developed.

1974
Our Battered Child 
Advisory Centre opened, 
with a full range of 
services for children who 
needed protecting.

1930
During the next decade, 
we became one of 
the first charities to 
broadcast fundraising 
films in local cinemas.

1939
The NSPCC had by now 
helped 5 million children.

1991
Our Child Protection 
Helpline – today known 
as the NSPCC Helpline – 
first started to take calls 
from adults worried for a 
child’s welfare.

1889
The LSCC became the NSPCC. 
The Reverend Benjamin Waugh 
was appointed as its director. 
After five years of lobbying the 
Children’s Charter was passed, 
the first Act of Parliament aimed 
at protecting children. 

1948
We established a Women 
Visitors’ Scheme where 
female staff would visit 
local families in need 
of support.

1904
The Prevention of Cruelty 
Act granted the NSPCC 
the power to remove 
children from abusive or 
neglectful homes, with the 
consent of a local Justice 
of the Peace. 

1963
The Children and Young 
Persons Act, which made 
local authorities responsible 
for providing support for 
families at home, meant that 
the NSPCC could develop 
more specialised services, 
such as child therapy.

125 years of ending cruelty to children

1989
The NSPCC National Child 
Protection Training Centre 
opened in Leicester, providing 
services to professionals 
involved in protecting children.

1996
Thanks to the 
Society’s lobbying 
work, children won the 
right to give evidence 
in court via video – no 
longer needing to face 
their abuser.

The NSPCC’s National 
Commission of Inquiry into 
the Prevention of Child 
Abuse stated, “child abuse 
can almost always be 
prevented, provided the will 
to do so is there.”

1999
The FULL STOP Campaign 
and Appeal launches, with 
support from across society. 
For more, see the FULL 
STOP timeline.


